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Speaker Biographies
Jane Turner | Former FBI Agent | Master of Ceremonies
Jane Turner worked for 25 years as a Special Agent for the FBI. She is one of the only FBI agents to
win a lawsuit under the FBI Whistleblower Protection Act based on retaliation for exposing theft
at the 9/11 crime scene. In a second whistleblower case, a jury in Minnesota found the FBI liable
for retaliating against her in a sex discrimination lawsuit and awarded her the maximum damages
permitted under law.
Senator Charles E. Grassley | iowa | Keynote Speaker
Senator Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) is a devoted champion of government accountability. Throughout
his time in Congress, he has worked to empower whistleblowers to shine a light on fraud, inefficiencies, or misconduct in government. Grassley, author of numerous whistleblower protection laws, is
also founder and chairman of the bipartisan Senate Whistleblower Protection Caucus, which raises
awareness about the need for adequate protections against retaliation for private sector and government employees who call attention to wrongdoing.
Senator Ron Wyden | Oregon
Senator Ron Wyden, (D-Oregon), one of the Senate’s foremost defenders of Americans’ rights and
civil liberties, continues to fight back against government overreach and abuse. Wyden was elected to
U.S. Senate in 1996, where he now serves as Ranking Member on the Senate Finance Committee, and
as a senior member of the Senate Intelligence Committee. As a longtime advocate for whistleblowers
and vice chairman of the Senate Whistleblowers Protection Caucus, Wyden has authored key provisions to safeguard whistleblowers against retaliation.
Senator Ron Johnson | Wisconsin
Senator Ron Johnson (R-Wisconsin) is Chairman of the Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs Committee, and also serves on the Budget, Foreign Relations, and Commerce, Science and
Transportation committees. Johnson came to Washington because he believes the federal government is bankrupting America, and he thinks it is important for citizen legislators to ally with those
who are seriously facing that reality.

Senator James Lankford | Oklahoma
As chairman of the Regulatory Affairs and Federal Management Subcommittee, which covers federal spending, regulatory reform, and the federal workforce, Senator James Lankford (R-Oklahoma) demands we have a more fiscally responsible and transparent federal government, and our
nation remains the world leader. He believes that the federal government has an important role in
our nation, but empowered families, individual people, and private businesses grow our economy
and pass down our values.
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Rep. Elijah Cummings | Maryland | Video Address
Congressman Cummings (MD-07) is the Chairman of the House Committee on Oversight and Reform, the main investigative committee in the House of Representatives. Chairman Cummings has
championed the rights of whistleblowers for many years, sponsoring the All Circuit Review Act and
the All Circuit Review Extension Act and cosponsoring the House companions of the Whistleblower Protection Enhancement Act of 2012 and S. 795, a bill to enhance whistleblower protections for
contractor and grantee employees, which were all signed into law.
Rep. Kathleen Rice | New York | Video Address
Congresswoman Kathleen Rice represents New York's fourth congressional district, which covers
parts of Nassau County, NY, a diverse suburban community located on Long Island. First elected
to Congress in 2014, Kathleen emerged as a leading Democratic voice on national security issues
and served as a member of the Homeland Security Committee. Kathleen was reelected to a second
term in 2016, and now serves as the top Democrat on the Homeland Security Subcommittee on
Counterterrorism and Intelligence.
Rep. Mark Meadows | North Carolina | Video Address
Congressman Mark Meadows is serving his fourth term in Congress after being elected to represent North Carolina's Eleventh District since January of 2013. Meadows ran for Congress after
accumulating nearly 30 years of work experience as a small businessman, creating growth and value
by specializing in startups and business reorganization. Meadows currently serves as Chairman of
the House Freedom Caucus and has quickly developed a reputation on Capitol Hill as a principled
conservative with a unique ability to communicate, negotiate, and find consensus among members
with differing opinions.
Rep. Jackie Speier | California | Video Address
Jackie Speier is a fearless fighter for women’s equality, LGBTQ rights and the disenfranchised who
has dedicated her life to eliminating government corruption while working to strengthen America’s national and economic security. She was named to Newsweek’s list of 150 “Fearless Women”
in the world and one of “Politico's 50” most influential people in American politics for bringing the
Me Too reckoning to Congress.
Michael E. Horowitz | Inspector General, Department of Justice
Michael E. Horowitz is the Inspector General of the Department of Justice, responsible for oversight
of the FBI and DOJ. In 2018 he released investigative findings concerning Hilary Clinton’s use of
a private email server. Since 2015, he has also served as the Chair of the Council of the Inspectors
General on Integrity and Efficiency (CIGIE), an organization comprised of all 73 federal Inspectors
General.
RT. Hon. Baroness Susan Kramer | UK Member of Parliament
Baroness Kramer of Richmond Park (Susan Kramer) joined the House of Lords in 2011 as a Liberal
Democrat Peer. She is Treasury & Economy Spokesperson for the Liberal Democrats, served during
the Coalition as Minister of State for Transport and has been a member of the Parliamentary Commission on Banking Standards, the SME Exports Committee and the Finance Sub-Committee of the
EAC. She is also a Board Member of the Institute for Government and on the Advisory Board of the
Social Market Foundation.
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John Kostyack | National Whistleblower Center
John Kostyack is the Executive Director of the National Whistleblower Center, the leading whistleblower legal advocacy organization, and a practicing attorney. Kostyack was previously the Executive Director of the Wind Solar Alliance, where he helped transform the organization into a
critical hub for joint policy advocacy efforts of the wind and solar industries. Before that, he worked
for 20 years at the National Wildlife Federation as Vice President and in other leadership positions.
Stephen M. Kohn | National Whistleblower Center
Stephen M. Kohn is the Chairman of the Board for the National Whistleblower Center and the
author of eight books on whistleblower law, including The New Whistleblower’s Handbook: A Stepby-Step Guide to Doing What’s Right and Protecting Yourself (Lyons Press 2017). He is widely
recognized as one of the nation’s leading whistleblower and qui tam attorneys, and his successful
advocacy has resulted in landmark precedents in whistleblower and qui tam law

Michael D. Kohn | National Whistleblower Center
Michael D. Kohn is a partner in the law firm of Kohn, Kohn, and Colapinto. Since 1985, Mr. Kohn
has successfully represented numerous high-profile whistleblower retaliation and quit tam casesa
and is the co-author of two books on whistelblower law, including The Labor Lawyers Guide to the
Rights and Responsibilities of Employee Whistleblowers.
Sherron Watkins | Securities Fraud Whistleblower
Sherron Watkins is better known as the Enron whistleblower. She speaks around the globe to
a broad range of audiences about ethics, flawed leadership, and the toxic label of whistleblower.
Sherron was employed for over two decades as an executive for three large global companies, the
accounting firm Arthur Andersen, Metallgessellschaft AG, and Enron Corp. All were multi-billion-dollar multinational companies brought down by scandal. Sherron has seen firsthand the cost
of an erosion in values. Her journey through the Enron crisis has inspired many and has crystallized her focus to improve the lot of whistleblowers and would-be whistleblowers.
Bradley Birkenfeld | Tax Fraud Whistleblower
Bradley C. Birkenfeld is a retired investment professional and a financial whistleblower. As an international private banker he exposed how UBS, the world’s largest bank, helped ultra-wealthy
Americans commit billions in tax fraud. He is the author of Lucifer’s Banker: The Untold Story of
How I Destroyed Swiss Bank Secrecy.
Dr. Aaron Westrick | Law Enforcement Fraud Whistleblower
Dr. Aaron J. Westrick, Ph.D. is a Director of Research, Consultant, Professor and Law Enforcement Officer with 37 years of applicable experience in policing, academics, and armor marketing,
research and applications. He is a recognized expert in “use of force”, justice policy, and ballistic
armor. Deputy Westrick became a survivor when his body armor stopped a .357 magnum bullet
striking over his heart. As a director in one of the nation’s largest body armor companies, he exposed hundreds of millions of dollars of fraud to the United States Department of Justice.

4

Speaker Biographies
Sheila White | Corporate Whistleblower
In 1999 Sheila White challenged her employer, Burlington Northern & Santa Fe (BNSF), a giant in
the railway transportation industry, by filing charges of discrimination, sexual harassment and retaliation in the workplace against BNSF in the Western Tennessee. District Court. The U.S. Supreme
Court issued its unanimous decision in favor of Sheila White in the case Burlington Northern &
Santa Fe v. White on June 22, 2006. The landmark decision has had a far-reaching impact on labor
laws.
Eugene Ross | Securities Fraud Whistleblower
Eugene Ross is the individual who uncovered the Amerindo Investment Advisor fraud in 2004
while he was employed by Bear Stearns. After discovery of the fraud, Mr. Ross confronted Vilar and
Tanaka, the Principals of Amerindo, and immediately reported the fraud to his superiors at Bear
Stearns. Bear Stearns aided and abetted the Amerindo fraud and retaliated against Mr. Ross for his
actions on behalf of the Amerindo victims. Alberto Vilar and Gary Tanaka were convicted in 2008
of multiple counts of Investment Advisor and Securities Fraud.
Tom Mueller | Author
Tom Mueller is the author of Crisis of Conscience, which tracks the rise of whistleblowing from
Revolutionary times to the present, drawing on seven years of interviews with over 200 whistleblowers and hundreds of experts. Using a series of riveting cases drawn from the worlds of Big
Pharma and health care, the military, finance, and government, the book anatomizes what inspires
some to speak out while the rest of us avert our eyes and proves that whistleblowing is an essential
act of citizenship in a true democracy.
John Cruden | Attorney
As the former President of the Environmental Law Institute, the former Chair of the American Bar
Association (ABA) Section on Environment, Energy, and Natural Resources, and the immediate
past President of the American College of Environmental Lawyers, John Cruden has led each of the
premier environmental organizations in the United States. In addition, he was the first government
attorney to be elected and serve as the President of the District of Columbia Bar, now the largest
bar in the nation.
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2019 Senate Whistleblower Day Resolution

6

7

8

The Whistleblowers of 1777

Copy of a New York Times Op-Ed by
Stephen M. Kohn, Esq. (June 12, 2011)
Washington

FORTY years ago today, The New York Times

began publishing the Pentagon Papers, a seminal moment not only for freedom of the press but also for the
role of whistle-blowers — like Daniel Ellsberg, who
leaked the papers to expose the mishandling of the war
in Vietnam — in defending our democracy.
Today, the Obama administration is aggressively pursuing leakers. Bradley E. Manning, an Army private, has been imprisoned since May 2010 on suspicion
of having passed classified data to the antisecrecy group
WikiLeaks. Thomas A. Drake, a former official at the
National Security Agency, pleaded guilty Friday to a
misdemeanor of misusing the agency’s computer system by providing information to a newspaper reporter.
The tension between protecting true national security secrets and ensuring the public’s “right to
know” about abuses of authority is not new. Indeed, the
nation’s founders faced this very issue.
In the winter of 1777, months after the signing
of the Declaration of Independence, the American warship Warren was anchored outside of Providence, R.I.
On board, 10 revolutionary sailors and marines met in
secret — not to plot against the king’s armies, but to discuss their concerns about the commander of the Continental Navy, Commodore Esek Hopkins. They knew
the risks: Hopkins came from a powerful family; his
brother was a former governor of Rhode Island and a
signer of the declaration.
Hopkins had participated in the torture of captured British sailors; he “treated prisoners in the most
inhuman and barbarous manner,” his subordinates
wrote in a petition.
One whistle-blower, a Marine captain named
John Grannis, was selected to present the petition to the
Continental Congress, which voted on March 26, 1777,
to suspend Hopkins from his post.
The case did not end there. Hopkins, infuriated,
immediately retaliated. He filed a criminal libel suit in

Rhode Island against the whistle-blowers. Two of them
who happened to be in Rhode Island — Samuel Shaw,
a midshipman, and Richard Marven, a third lieutenant
— were jailed. In a petition read to Congress on July 23,
1778, they pleaded that they had been “arrested for doing what they then believed and still believe was nothing but their duty.”
Later that month, without any recorded dissent,
Congress enacted America’s first whistle-blower-protection law: “That it is the duty of all persons in the service of the United States, as well as all other inhabitants
thereof, to give the earliest information to Congress or
any other proper authority of any misconduct, frauds
or misdemeanors committed by any officers or persons
in the service of these states, which may come to their
knowledge.”
Congress did not stop there. It wanted to ensure that the whistle-blowers would have excellent legal
counsel to fight against the libel charges, and despite the
financial hardships of the new republic, it authorized
payment for the legal fees of Marven and Shaw.
Congress did not hide behind government secrecy edicts, even though the nation was at war. Instead,
it authorized the full release of all records related to the
removal of Hopkins. No “state secret” privilege was invoked. The whistle-blowers did not need to use a Freedom of Information Act to obtain documents to vindicate themselves. There was no attempt to hide the fact
that whistle-blowers had accused a Navy commander of
mistreating prisoners.
Armed with Congress’s support, the whistle-blowers put on a strong defense, and won their case
in court. And true to its word, Congress on May 22,
1779, provided $1,418 to cover costs associated with the
whistle-blowers’ defense. One “Sam. Adams” was directed to ensure that their Rhode Island lawyer, William
Channing, was paid.
Nearly two centuries later, the Supreme Court
justice William O. Douglas, praising the founders’ commitment to freedom of speech, wrote: “The dominant
purpose of the First Amendment was to prohibit the
widespread practice of government suppression of embarrassing information.”
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A 1989 law was supposed to protect federal employees
who expose fraud and misconduct from retaliation. But
over the years, these protections have been completely
undermined. One loophole gives the government the
absolute right to strip employees of their security clearances and fire them, without judicial review. Another
bars employees of the National Security Agency and
the Central Intelligence Agency from any coverage under the law. And Congress has barred national security
whistle-blowers who are fired for exposing wrongdoing
from obtaining protection in federal court.
It is no surprise that honest citizens who witness waste,
fraud and abuse in national security programs but lack
legal protections are silenced or forced to turn to unauthorized methods to expose malfeasance, incompetence
or negligence.
Instead of ignoring and intimidating whistle-blowers,
Congress and the executive branch would do well to
follow the example of the Continental Congress, by supporting and shielding them.
_________
A version of this op-ed appears in print on June 13,
2011, on Page A23 of the New York edition with the
headline: The Whistle-Blowers of 1777.
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